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The article analyzes three archival documents related to the history of Lviv
during the First World War. They are part of the archival fond of the Dzie-
duszycki family (fond 45), preserved in the Manuscript Department of Vasyl
Stefanyk National Scientific Library of Ukraine in Lviv. The documents allow
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Problem Statement. The beginning of Russia’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, has once again made historical re-
search relevant. History and historical context are often used by repre-
sentatives of the aggressor country to justify the invasion of a sovereign
state’s territory /1]. At the same time, the role of the historian in this
war becomes a pressing issue /6/.

However, this was also the case during other, earlier wars, particu-
larly the First World War. Its subject matter was particularly relevant a
few years ago, related to the centenary of the beginning and end of the
Great War'. The Russian occupation of Galicia and Lviv, which lasted
from the autumn of 1914 to the summer of 1915, has been reflected in

© Loshtyn N., 2024

! As an example, we consider the review of the Symposium that took place in
Lvivin 2019 /5]. At that time, the author of the article delivered a presenta-
tion on the place of the Great War in the tourist space of modern Lviv.
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numerous scientific studies and publications®. Much less attention has
been devoted to the city’s life after the Russian occupation, in the
second half of 1915-1918°. Detailed studies of specific episodes of the
city’s life are even rarer.

One of such episodes was the unveiling of the Iron Knight sculp-
ture in 1916. This event took place on one of the city’s central streets
and became an important indicator of the townspeople’s support for
the military during the Great War. It is worth noting that during the Re-
volution of Dignity and with the beginning of Russia’s hybrid war
against Ukraine in 2014, the tradition of the Iron Knight was revived
in Lviv. Based on the Lviv regional organization of the Ukrainian So-
ciety for the Protection of Historical and Cultural Monuments, the
volunteer initiative “Lviv Knight: Aid to Ukrainian Soldiers” began its
work. The goal of the people of Lviv was the same as it was a hundred
years ago — to help the military. The difference is that the knight sculp-
ture was replaced by the figure of Saint George, the traditional patron
of Ukrainian soldiers.

Despite the importance of the Iron Knight’s unveiling in 1916 and
the attention to this event due to the revival of the tradition a century
later, previous publications on this topic are predominantly of a popu-
lar science /3] or reference nature /9/. They detail the events of April 2,
1916 then, on Hetman Ramparts (modern-day Prospect Svobody), with
the participation of officials, military personnel, and townspeople, the
Iron Knight sculpture was solemnly unveiled. The sculpture itself was
installed the day before. The figure, 263 cm tall, was created by sculp-
tor Jan Nalborczyk and architect Witold Dolinsky. The ceremony was
officially opened by the city commander, Major General Franz Riml.
He drove in the first nail. After that, officials and guests, and later every-
one who wished, could drive iron nails into the wooden sculpture for
a donation to benefit the military /3, 9/.

2 From the latest, refer to /8/. For a general overview of the Russian occupa-
tion of Lviv, read /4, p. 501-517]. Additionally, it is important to mention the
interactive project of the Center for Urban History of Central and Eastern
Europe, titled “City in the Great War”, that is dedicated to highlighting the
history of Lviv from 1914 to 1918 /7].

3 In this book, the post-occupation period is only illuminated within the Uk-
rainian context of the city’s life /4, p. 517-522].
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The purpose of the article is to introduce previously unknown ar-
chival documents from the history of Lviv during First World War into
scientific circulation. Research Methods. General historical scientific
methods, archival heuristics, and archaeological methods were used in
the writing of the article.

Presentation of the Main Research Material. However, the men-
tioned publications about the Iron Knight rely on contemporary press
materials. Unfortunately, archival materials are not used to research
this important event for the city. Archival sources that were discovered
in the Manuscript Department of Vasyl Stefanyk National Scientific
Library of Ukraine in Lviv, provide an opportunity to more accurately
recreate the events of 1916 and establish previously unknown details.
These include three documents from the Dzieduszycki family archival
fond /2]: a letter from Franz Riml to Anna Dzieduszycka; an invita-
tion to the unveiling (in two copies); and a poster addressing citizens
about the unveiling of the sculpture. To preserve the chronology of
events, the analysis of documents was made according to their dating.

The first document is an invitation to the unveiling ceremony of the
Iron Knight sculpture /2, fol. 4] and it is addressed to an unidentified
person — “Your Excellency Lady”. Based on other documents in the ar-
chival case, it can be assumed that this refers to Countess Anna Paulina
Stanislawa Alfonzina Dzieduszycka (1859-1917). She was the daughter
of the famous Count Volodymyr Dzieduszycki. Unfortunately, her de-
tailed biography has not yet been written. In a small biographical sketch
about the Countess, most of the information concerns her much more
famous husband, the Galician political figure Tadeusz Dzieduszycki
(1841-1918) /11]. The invitation specifies the date of the ceremony
(April 2, 1916) and the place and time (Hetman Ramparts, 11:00 AM).
The document is dated March 5, 1916, meaning that invitations were
being sent out less than a month before the event. Below are the signa-
tures of the committee members — totallly of eleven people led by the
president of the Iron Knight Committee, Major General Franz Riml.
We will mention them and other individuals when analyzing the
second document.

The next document is a poster inviting citizens to the unveiling of
the Iron Knight sculpture on April 2, 1916 /2, fol. 2]. At the beginning,
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it is stated that the event will take place in the presence of the infantry
general, the governor of Galicia, Herman von Kolard (1857-1916).
However, it was known that the governor was ill at that time and did
not participate in the event /3/. He died on April 8, six days after the
event in Lviv. The document stated that the Iron Knight was installed
on the initiative of Emperor Franz Joseph. Therefore, the governor, as
the emperor’s representative, was supposed to take part in the event. The
emperor himself “wanted to alleviate the suffering of widows and or-
phans left behind by our fallen heroes”. For this purpose, the Imperial-
Royal Fund for the Widows and Orphans of Austrian Soldiers was
created. According to the poster’s information, to support this imperi-
al initiative, a committee was created to install a wooden knight sculp-
ture. The Iron Knight would be formed by driving metal nails into it.
The cost of one nail was 50 talers (half a crown). The proceeds would
be directed exclusively to the needs of the widows and orphans of fal-
len soldiers. The announcement ends with a patriotic appeal: “Whoever
drives at least one nail into the knight’s figure helps to improve the fate
of the poorest of the poor. How many women and children has the war
deprived of their only support and assistance! We want to support them
to protect them from misfortune and despair!”

Below are twenty-one names of the Iron Knight Committee mem-
bers: Pawlina von Colard — honorary chairwoman of the committee, wife
of the governor of Galicia, Hermann von Colard; Franz Riml — Major
General, commander of Lviv; Count Stanistaw Wisniewski (1859—1940);
Oleksandr Barvinskyi (1847—-1926) — court counselor, Ukrainian conser-
vative political figure; Adam Grabowski — headman and government
commissioner of Lviv; Dr. Jézef Reinelander — court counselor and
head of the Lviv police; Dr. Kazimierz Twardowski (1866—1938) — a re-
nowned Polish scientist-philosopher and rector of Lviv University in
1914-1917; Dr. Wilhelm Pisek — medical counselor; Vasyl Nahirnyi
(1848-1921) — Ukrainian architect and public figure; Marceli Schaff —
imperial counselor; Herman Ziegelbaua — director; Lieutenant Colonel
Franciszek Wagner (1880-1975), later a famous figure in the Polish mili-
tary; Lieutenant Colonel Ludwik Miillbauer; Lieutenant Colonel Ale-
xander Meister; Major Jan Rupp; Captain Ludwik Schmidt; Captain Otto
Gotlieb; Legion Captain St. Krzaczy; Legion Captain Dr. M. Woldszyn;
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Financial officer (Porucznik Rachunkowy) Dr. Jézef Feingold; Finan-
cial subofficer (Podorucznik Rachunkowy) M. Schoengut. The par-
ticipation of well-known Ukrainian politicians and public figures in
the committee is notable. This indicates the nationwide and transna-
tional nature of the event.

The third document is a letter from Franz Riml to Anna Dzieduszyc-
ka dated May 9, 1916 /2, fol. 1]. In it, Major General Riml, as presi-
dent of the Iron Knight Committee, informs the Countess about orga-
nizing a performance at the City Theatre (now the Lviv National Aca-
demic Opera and Ballet Theatre named after Solomiya Krushelnytska)
to raise funds for the widows’ and orphans’ fund. The president informs
about the creation of a women’s committee to contribute to the mate-
rial success of the event. Franz Riml invites the Countess to join the
committee and participate in its meeting on April 12 at 5:00 PM. The
meeting was to be held in the hall of the George Hotel in Lviv (now Mic-
kiewicz Square, 1). From this letter, it is also known that the women’s
committee was headed by Countess Lamezanova, likely referring to
Countess Irena Martina Wolyanska (1871-1929), the wife of Major Ge-
neral Count Robert Lamezan de Salins (1869-1930).

Conclusions. The analyzed documents above also allow us to place
the discovery of the Iron Knight sculpture in Lviv within a broader con-
text. The unveiling of the sculpture in Lviv was not a unique event for
the Austro-Hungarian monarchy of that time. Large nailed objects were
installed throughout the state /10, p. 305]. The first such object was un-
veiled in Vienna on March 6, 1915. During the First World War, such
monuments were installed in public places, creating an image of the
war on the home front /10, p. 306]. Enemy propaganda ridiculed such
sculptures, especially those installed in the German Empire, comparing
them to the primitiveness of nail fetishes in the Congo /12, p. 213].

Monuments like Lviv’s Iron Knight served several functions /70,
p. 312-318]: the pompous unveiling of the monuments aimed to unite
the population in wartime patriotism; collect donations for the needs
of widows and orphans; honor Emperor Franz Joseph; and commemo-
rate the fallen.

If we return to the archival documents analyzed in the article, all
these functions are clearly traceable. Mention is made of the figure of
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the emperor, at whose initiative the sculpture was installed; the purpose
of installing the monument was to collect funds for widows and or-
phans (by the end of 1916, 151, 513 crowns were collected /9/); and
there are repeated mentions of fallen Austrian soldier-heroes. It is
worth emphasizing the unifying nature of this event for Lviv — a city
where there was ongoing conflict between Poles and Ukrainians. In-
fluential figures from both the Polish and Ukrainian communities par-
ticipated in the unveiling of the Iron Knight. Evidence of the positive
reception of this event by Ukrainians is found in the contemporary Uk-
rainian press /3/. Thus, it can be asserted that Lviv’s Iron Knight fit well
into the overall imperial context.

After the end of the Great War, the people of Lviv preserved their
Iron Knight. Now, this important century-old monument is kept in the
Lviv Historical Museum. However, the event of the monument’s unvei-
ling and its functioning in 1916-1918 require further research in gene-
ral and the search for archival materials in particular.

Zelazny rycerz miasta Swowa.

T A ARAAANASA Odinne _ na uroczystos¢ odstoniecia zelaznego rycerza,

; , Podpisany Komitet miejscowy ma zaszczyt zaprosi¢ uprzejmie
%

'potgczong z wbtjamem owoZdzi, ktdra odbedzie si¢ dnia 2. kwietnia 1916 o go-
dzinie 11. przedpotudniem.
Miejsce uroczystosci: Waly hetmariskie
Dojazd: Ulica Karola Ludwika (od strony Gal. Kasy Oszczednosci).
Odjazd: Plac $w. Ducha.
Niniefsze zaproszenie stuzy jako karta wstepu na miejsce uroczystosci.

We Lwowie, dnia 5. marca 1916.
Jeneral Major Riml
Prezydent.
St. hr. Wisniewski, A. Barwinski, Dr. Kaz. Twardowski, Dr. W. Pisek,
Podpulk. Ludwik Miillbauer,  Major Jan Rupp, Kapitan Otto Gottlieb,
Kap. leg. Stanislaw Krzaczynski, Kap. leg. Dr. Michal Woloszyn,
Podp. rach. Maurycy Schéngut,

An invitation to the unveiling ceremony of the Iron Knight sculpture
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Poster; inviting citizens to the unveiling of the Iron Knight sculpture
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A letter from Franz Riml to Anna Dzieduszycka

256



1. Apramvutus I1. TTyTiHCEKI irpu B icTopiro. Konn BukpuBieHe OaueHHS
MUHYIIOTO JUKTaTOPOM TPU3BOIUTH 0 Cy4acHUX Tpareniid. 2023. 6 mucrorr.
URL: https://zaxid.net/putinski_igri v_istoriyu_n1573975 (nara 3BepHEHHS
07.06.2024).

2. «3ani3Huit aunap M. JIbBoBa» — TOBapHUCTBO JOIIOMOTH BIOBAaM i CHPO-
TaM aBCTPIMCHKHUX BiCHKOBOCITYKOOBIIB. JlucT mpesnaenTta 1-Ba Pimist mo
Hinymumekoi Anan // JIHHB Ykpaiau im. B. Credanuxka. Bin. pykom. @. 45.
Om. 4. Crp. 2601. 4 apxk.

3. Immepcrpka mpornarasia Ta HarioHanbHi potupivus (1916). URL: https:/
city-as-stage.lvivcenter.org/articles/imperska-propahanda-ta-natsionalni-
protyrichchia-1916/ (nara 3Bepuenns 07.06.2024).

4. Icropis JIeBoBa : y 3 T. / peaxod.: 5. Icaesua, M. JIutBuH, @. Credmiii ;
In-T ykpainosHas. im. I. Kpum’ sxkesrmaua HAH VYkpainu. JIeBis : Lieatp €Bpo-
i, 2007. T. 2 : 1772—-1918. 560 c.

5. Jlomrrua H. [Tlepe]ocmuciroroun BifiHE 1 peBomtoLii mo4atky XX CT.:
cumnosiyM y JIsBoBi. 2019. 18 cepn. URL: https://uamoderna.com/event/
loshtyn-war-symposium/ (mata 3sepaenns 07.06.2024).

6. MuxaitnoBcbkuii B. Ictopist Ta ictopuk y wacu BittHU. Kuiscoki icmo-
puuHi cmyoii : HayK. xKypHai. 2022. Ne 1 (14). C. 6-7.

7. Micro y Benukiit BiitHi. MacoBa Bynn4Ha nonituka y JIbBoBi B mepion
[epmoi cBitoBoi BiriHH. URL: https://city-as-stage.lviveenter.org/persha-svitova/
(mata 3BepuenHs 07.06.2024).

8. MockoBcrka okymatis [ammauan 1914-1917 pp. y cBiTYeHHAX cydac-
HukiB / 3a pexa. B. Cemenisa. JIpBiB : Ampiopi, 2020. 528 c.

9. Ilepenurina O. 3anizanii mumap. Exyukionedis Jlveosa / 3a pen. A. Ko-
3umpKoro. JIesis : Jlitormce, 2008. T. 2 : JI-1A. C. 369.

10. Densford K. E. The Wehrmann in Eisen: nailed statues as barometers
of Habsburg social order during the First World War. European Review of
History. 2017. Vol. 24, issue 2. P. 305-324. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/135
07486.2016.1257571.

11. Karolczak K. Rodzina Dzieduszyckich herbu Sas w XIX i XX wieku.
Warszawa : Wyd-wo DiG Sp.j., 2013. 387 s.

12. Simmons S. Men of Nails: Monuments, Expressionism, Fetishes, Da-
daism. RES: Anthropology and Aesthetics. 2001. Ne 40. P. 211-238.

References

1. Artymyshyn, P. (2023, November 6). Putinski ihry v istoriiu. Koly vyk-
ryvlene bachennia mynuloho dyktatorom pryzvodyt do suchasnych trahedij
[Putin’s games in history. When a dictator’s distorted vision of the past leads
to modern tragedies]. Retrieved from: https://zaxid.net/putinski_igri_v_is-
toriyu n1573975. [in Ukr.].

257



2. “Zaliznyi lytsar m. Lvova” — tovarystvo dopomohy vdovam i syrotam
avstriiskykh viiskovosluzhbovtsiv. Lyst prezydenta t-va Rimlia do Didushyts-
koi Anny [The Iron Knight of Lviv — a company for the help of widows and
orphans of Austrian soldiers. Letter from the President of the Society Riml to
Dzieduszycka Anna] / LNNB Ukrainy im. V. Stefanyka. Vid. rukop. F. 45,
inventory 4, file 2601, 4 fol. [in Ukr.].

3. Imperska propahanda ta natsionalni protyrichchia (1916) [Imperial propa-
ganda and national contradictions (1916)]. Retrieved from: https:/city-as-stage.
Iviveenter.org/articles/imperska-propahanda-ta-natsionalni-protyrichchia-1916/.
[in Ukr.].

4. Isaievych, Ya., Lytvyn, M. & Steblii, F. (ed., 2007). Istoriia Lvova : v 3 t.
[History of Lviv] / In-t Ukrainoznav. im. I. Krypiakevycha NAN Ukrainy.
Lviv : Centr Evropy, 2 : 1772-1918, 560 p. [in Ukr.].

5. Loshtyn, N. (2019, August 18). [Pere]Josmysliuiuchy viiny i revoliutsii
pochatku XX st.: sympozium u Lvovi [Rethinking the Wars and Revolutions
of the Early 20th Century: Symposium in Lviv]. Retrieved from: https://
uamoderna.com/event/loshtyn-war-symposiuny/. [in Ukr.].

6. Mykhailovskyi, V. (2022) Istoriia ta istoryk u chasy viiny [History and the
Historian in Times of War|. Kyivski istorychni studii, 1 (14), pp. 6-7. [in Ukr.].

7. Misto u Velykii viini. Masova vulychna polityka u Lvovi v period Pershoi
svitovoi vijny [City in the Great War. Mass street politics in Lviv during the
First World War]. Retrieved from: https://city-as-stage.lvivcenter.org/persha-
svitova/. [in Ukr.].

8. Semeniv, V. (ed., 2020). Moskovska okupatsiia Halychyny 1914-1917 rr.
u svidchenniakh suchasnykiv [Moscow’s Occupation of Galicia 1914-1917
in the Testimonies of Contemporaries]. Lviv : Apriori, 528 p. [in Ukr.].

9. Perelyhina, O. (2008). Zaliznyi lytsar [The Iron Knight]. Entsyklopediia
Lvova. Lviv : Litopys, 2 : D-J, p. 369. [in Ukr.].

10. Densford, K. E. (2017). The Wehrmann in Eisen: nailed statues as
barometers of Habsburg social order during the First World War. European
Review of History, 24, 2, pp. 305-324. DOL: https://doi.org/10.1080/135074
86.2016.1257571. [in Eng.].

11. Karolczak, K. (2013). Rodzina Dzieduszyckich herbu Sas w XIX i
XX wieku [The Dzieduszycki Family of the Sas Coat of Arms in the 19th and
20th Centuries]. Warsawa : Wyd-wo DiG Sp.j., 387 p. [in Pol.].

12. Simmons, S. (2001). Men of Nails: Monuments, Expressionism, Fe-
tishes, Dadaism. RES: Anthropology and Aesthetics, 40, pp. 211-238. [in Eng.].

258



Has3apiii JlomTun, KaHAUIAT iICTOPAYHAX HayK, HAYKOBHH CITIBPOOITHHK Bifl-
niny pykorucis, JIHHB Ykpaiam im. B. Credannka

3anizuuii aunap y JIsBoBi: matepianu g0 icropii :xxuTTa MicTa mix yac
Ilepioi cBiTOBOI BiliHU

Y emammi enposaooicero 0o naykosoeo 0bi2y HOSI apxieHi OOKyMeHmU 00
icmopii JIveosa y uac Ilepuioi c8imogoi sitinu. Bonu € uacmunorn apxienoco
Gonody poounu Jlioyuuyekux (¢h. 45), wo 36epicacmocs y 6i00ini pykonucie
JIvsiscokoi nayionanvhoi naykosoi oioniomexu Ykpainu imeni B. Cmeganu-
Ka ma 00360110Mb 0emanbHiuie O0CIIOUmU iCopiio 8IOKpUMms CKyJIbnny-
pu 3aniznozo Jluyaps y Jlveosi. L[a iniyiamusa d6yna ¢popmoro donomoau 6iti-
COKOBUM I YUBLILHUM, NOCMPAACOATUM 810 8OCHHUX N0Jil. Mosa, 30Kkpema,
npo 8018 i cupim, AKI 3aNUMMUIUCS NICAL CMEePMi A8CMPICHLKUX CON0AMIB.
Iloois siobynaca 1916 p. ma 6yna yacmuroro 3a2aibHOOEPHCABHOT NPAKMUKU
6 Aecmpo-Yeopwuni. Ilpoananizosano mpu apxieni 0oKymenmu, HAnUCami
NOIbLCLKOIO MOB0I0. Iucm Komenoanma Jlveosa @panya Pimus oo epaguni
Amnnu Jlioywuyskoi 3 nponosuyicito npuconamucs 0o Komimemy oucinox, wo
ding sk uacmuna Komimemy 3aniznozo Jluyaps,; 3anpouwienns na i0Kpumms
(v 060x npumiprukax) ckyionmypu 3aniznoeo Jluyaps, aghiuty 3i 36epHeHHsIM
00 epomadan npo 6iOKpummsi ckyronmypu 3aniznoco Jluyaps.

3anpononosanuii y cmammi ananiz 0oKymeHmis, Ha GIOMIHY 6i0 nonepeo-
HIX Q0CIOMAHCEHb, NG A3aHUX 13 I0Kpummsam 3aniznozo Jluyaps, wo maomo
HAYKOBO-NONYIAPHUL | O0BIOKOBULL XapaKkmep ma Onuparmuvcs Ha mamepia-
JIU Ipect moeo uacy, 00380¢ oemanvhiute giomeopumu noodii 1916 p. Ilpo-
aHANi308aHi OOKYMeHmMU RIOMEEPOACYIomb, wo nodii' y JIbeosi 6ynu inmeepo-
8aHi 00 3a2aNbHOIMNEPCHLKUX NPAKMUK 00NOMO2U BilICbKOBUM Md NOCMPA#C-
oanum 6i0 B0CHHUX Oill, @ MAKOMIC BIONOGIOAIONb OCHOGHUM (DYHKYISIM, WO GU-
KOHysau maxi mowymenmu sk 3anizuui Jluyap no eciti Aecmpo-Yzopujuni.

Knrouosi cnosa: Jlveie, Ascmpo-Yeopwuna, Ilepwa ceimosa gitina, Mo-
HYMEHm i3 Y6AXi8, icmopuyHi ddcepend.
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